
PRESIDENT REPORT 
October 2025

From the Park Manager
         Just a couple of things this month:

•	 We have a new maintenance man, his name is Leo, so please 
welcome him.

•	 The rent increase letters have gone out, if for some reason you 
did not receive yours let us know at the office and we can email 
you a copy or you can come by and pick one up.

•	 The HOPA audit form that you received has a stamped return 
envelope enclosed so please make sure you return those as 
soon as possible.

We have made it through the first half of Hurricane Season. Please 
stay vigilant, don’t become lax. We have endured lots of heat, hu-
midity and rain. But we still love it here.

By now you may have noticed work has been completed in the 
memorial garden area. Bricks have been reset, smoothed out and 
added for future memorials. Also, the Veterans Memorial is com-
pleted. The committee is planning a special dedication on Veterans 
Day and of course our veterans’ lunch.

BINGO has started and needs your support, come play. The Wednes-
day kitchen is open. Come get dinner whether you are playing 
BINGO or not. Take it to go. Take one for a neighbor, too. Thank you 
to everyone who has helped us bring this together.

This time of year, one of my favorite shows is on, it debuted October 
27,1966. It’s the Great Pumpkin Charlie Brown. Charlie Brown gets 
rocks, The Red Baron gets Snoopy, Linus is still waiting for the Great 
Pumpkin and Lucy held the football for Charlie Brown the first time.

Watch our social Calendar, upcoming events, Halloween, my birth-
day, Veterans Day, Thanksgiving, Also as I am writing this, by the 
September deadline, Christmas is 105 days away!

Make sure to welcome back our Snowbirds!!!

	 Jim

October 2025

Published monthly by On Trac Publishing • P.O. Box 161, Ellenton, FL 34222  • (941) 723-5003
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 Contact the Editor info:
email: vsnewsletter@yahoo.com

Susan Fullum,
Co- Associate Editor
3603 Asbury Drive
(928) 255-3199

Philip Godin, 
Co-Editor	  
9714 Suncrest St.
941-845-4304	

RESIDENT NEWS
Fran Scanzelli Roberts, 

9717 Rosario Drive, 

passed away on August 24th.

24 / 7 EMERGENCY RESPONSE 

941-390-1654941-390-1654
www.airshieldhvac.com

License # CAC1817951

Free estimates and free second opinions.

“Your Comfort is Covered!”“Your Comfort is Covered!”
HVAC REPAIR EXPERTS
Service • Maintenance • Sales • Installation

FINANCING AVAILABLE

40+ YEARSOFEXPERIENCE!

We service and 
 repair ALL makes 

and models

We honor ALL 
manufacturer’s 

warranties

Clean, repair or 
replace mobile 
home ductwork

FREE Service Call with paid repair 
or replacement

FAMILYOWNED ANDOPERATED

Protect And Check It.

Love Your Skin.

�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � 
 	� �� � �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

Call To Schedule Your Free Skin Cancer Screening!
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If any residents need their picture 
taken, or retaken, for the “Wall of 

Fame”, call us at (614) 893-6930

Veranda Springs 
Manufactured Home Park

9815 U. S. Highway 301 North
Parrish, FL  34219

Park Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    Laura Fallin
Office Staff  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     Chris Naples
Office Hours . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 to 4, Closed 12-1 for Lunch
Park Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  (941) 776-2024
Park Office Fax  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               (941) 776-2729
E-mail  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  verandaspringsmhp@nremgmt.com
Website . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   https://www.veranda-springs.com

Our office can also assist you 
with the following services:

Copies ........................................................................................... .25 each
Color copies................................................................................. .30 each
Custom copies..............................................................................50 each
Fax In or Out Local............................................................... $1.00 sheet
Clubhouse Key.................................................................................. $4.00

Gate Wallet Card............................................................................$10.00
Gate Remote...................................................................................$35.00

INFORMATION AND REMINDERS:
  	 Garbage Days:
	 Tuesday & Friday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             Garbage
	 Tuesday  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    Recycling
	 Wednesday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                Yard Waste

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS:
Manatee County Utilities	 941.792.8811
Parrish Post Office 		  941.776.0247
Florida Power & Light		  941.917.0708

CARPET CLEANING SPECIAL 
 $89.95 $99.95
 Living Room, Living Room, Dining
 Dining Area,  Area, Hall & Two
 & Hall Bedrooms

941-756-4574  • 941-725-4574 (cell)

STEAMATIC
The Total Home Cleaning Professional

40 YEARS FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED40 YEARS FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

• Furniture Cleaning• Air Duct Cleaning

- AIR DUCT CLEANING -
Eliminates up to 82% of mold, mildew & bacteria from your ducts.

www.steamklean.com

Your
Manufactured & Mobile Home

Insurance Specialist
Manufactured • Mobile

Park Model • Cars
Boats • Golf Carts

Great Options...Great P rices

909 Pondella Road., N. Ft. Myers, FL 33903
at the corner of Pondella Rd. & Orange Grove Blvd.

Phone 239-995-0333
E-mail: mh@bassineinsurance.com
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(941) 243-7561 or (800) 377-7885(941) 243-7561 or (800) 377-7885

ESTIMATES &
SMILES ALWAYS FREE

Quality Workmanship Honest Pricing

• Vapor / Moisture Barrier
• Underhome Encapsulated Insulation
• Hurricane Tie-Down Anchors 10 Yrs Exp.

2nd

Generation
2nd

Generation
Specialist

Mobile Home

We Keep rodents, snakes, 
spiders, bugs, mold, mildew, 
and damaging moisture out of 
your home!

We Keep rodents, snakes, 
spiders, bugs, mold, mildew, 
and damaging moisture out of 
your home!

BEFORE

AFTER

To our valued customers:

Our top priority is the health and safety of our employees and our customers.  Our employees are 
closely following the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines and recommendations, like 
frequent hand washing, social distancing, and staying home if they are feeling ill.

We have taken steps to limit exposure to the virus by making our customers aware that there is no 
need to have any contact with our employees if you choose to do so.  Our business falls under the 
state’s guidelines as “Essential Business”.  

We want to build a great relationship with you.  Call today for your Free Inspection. (800) 377-7885
       Stay Safe and Continued Good Health.
       Underhome Armor Family

FAMILY
OPERATED

LIC. # IH-1110636
INSURED

FAMILY OPERATED
FL State General

Contractor Lic. # 1531303
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F a l l  R o o f  S a l eF a l l  R o o f  S a l e

Deal direct with Owner/Operator - Call Today!
Call now for a Free Roof Assessment or Estimate

9 41 - 8 0 0 - 8 5 579 41 - 8 0 0 - 8 5 57
www.bismarckroofs.com
scott@bismarckroofs.com

ON THE MARK… WITH BISMARCK

Bonded & Insured
License # CCC1336896

Florida Grown - Family Owned

Expert Installation of All Types of Roofs
Install TPO • Shingle • Metal • Repairs

MANUFACTURED HOME SPECIALISTS EasyEasy  
FinancingFinancing
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 The Big Day is November 15, 2025 
As many of you know, there are many components to the

Craft show and Baked Goods Sale
All of the proceeds go to our Veranda Springs HOA

The Craft Show and Baked Goods Annual Event will be set up in the clubhouse with doors opening at 9 am and 
vendors closing up at 2pm. We have some old and some new vendors signed up for this year’s show but, there 
is still room for more. If you wish to sell your crafts in the clubhouse with the other vendors, please call Ginny 
Storey at (610) 506-4428. I’ll be glad to go over the details with you. Cost of table and space is HOA- $15 for 
1 & $10 more for second; Non HOA-$20 & $15 more for the second. Make checks payable to “VSHOA”. Also, if 
you know of or see new and unusual crafters at other shows, please have them call me.
Please watch for sign-up sheets at the back table in the clubhouse to help. Since it will be a busy day, plan on 
purchasing lunch and baked goods at the clubhouse and see the lovely crafts the vendors are selling.

Donated Baked Goods Information   
The most important part of the day will be accomplished by all of our Veranda Spring 
bakers! Your generous donations to the bake table are what make this event so successful.
For new residents, in the past, the craftshow and baked goods table were one of our big-
gest money makers for the HOA, especially because of so many residents who generously 
baked and donated items for us to sell on that day. Previously, we have had as many as 
50+ bakers. When all goes well, the baked goods table is the biggest money maker of the day; followed by the 
raffle, kitchen and the payment from the vendors for their selling space.
For those donating baked goods, we are asking that you wrap your items in quantities that you think will sell. 
We will price the items once we see the varieties and sizes we receive from you. Please mark your items if 
they contain any nuts or peanut butter. Also mark items that are either sugar free or gluten free. Whatever 
you wish to donate is fine with us, however sometimes it is hard to sell whole cakes or pies, but occasionally a 
few ask for them.
The drop off time for the baked goods will be Friday evening November 14th between 4 PM and 7 PM. If that 
doesn’t work, we will gladly accept items at 8 AM Saturday morning.
Sign-up sheets can be found on the table outside of the library in the clubhouse. There you will also some sign-up 
sheets to volunteer where ever you wish on the day of the show. The more who volunteer, the less time anyone 
will have to help.
Committee Chairs: Ginny Storey, Faith Walzak, Vicki Mulhern, Carol Gonzalez (Baked Goods), Pam Stone (Kitch-
en), Charlotte Frank (Raffle), Mike Gonzales, and Dave Storey, along with their many other helpers. Consider 
adding your name to the list.

Annual Craft Show & Bake Sale
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COMMUNITY

ROOFING OF FLORIDA, INC.

"Proudly Serving Your Community"• Family Owned and Operated

Free Estimates

Lic# CCC1330642

Lifetime Warranty on Labor & Materials!
www.CommunityRoof.com

100% Maintenance Free Roofs!

800-511-2517800-511-2517

We Do All
Roof Overs, Roof Coatings,
Roof Repairs & Inspections
on all Manufactured Homes

A+ Rated

10%OFF 

facebook
5 Star Rated
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AMS
WC

   INC.
Family Owned & Operated Since 1977

Call Today!
800-282-3572
727-471-0820

SERVING:
   • Manatee
   • Pinellas
   • Pasco
   • Hillsborough
   • Hernando

The Very Best In: Window Replacement, Aluminum Roofovers, & Enclosures

Window Replacements
Built for Florida’s ClimateFREE

E-Max
Plus

“Our new energy efficient windows installed 
by AMS are beautiful.  Everything from start 
to finish was great.”

C. Wallace
Pinellas County

Aluminum Roofovers
Energy Star Compliant 10%Discount

“This is simply the best roof over system available.  We love our new roof.  
Thanks you and your staff.”

J. Howard
Pinellas County

Glass & Acrylic Enclosures
Turn your screen room into a livable lanai

“My husband and I now spend most of our 
time in our lovely lanai.  No more rain or dirt.  
The workmanship is fabulous.”

M. Lowery
Tampa

We also Specialize in Vinyl Siding • Carports • Sheds • Screen Rooms
Serving your community for over 35 years.

Great Price • Great Products • Great Workmanship
Your neighbors have used us.  How About You?

Visit www.AMSOFFLA.com and view our informative video
FL State Certified • Licensed & Insured

General Contractor CG1515749 • Roofing Contractor CC C1329853

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

(with approved credit)

FREE ESTIMATES
Evening & Weekend

Appointments Available

NOW Serving
You From
Largo, FL!

SAVE TIME AND MONEY BY CALLING US TODAY TO GET YOUR PROJECT STARTED! 
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941.448.3577



October 2025 - Veranda Springs News - Page 11

Veranda Springs Social Committee News
October 2025

Since the publication deadline of the September newsletter, there were additional August activities that kept residents happy in the 
clubhouse.  Thanks to Jan and Fred Crider, many came and enjoyed food and games.  The following weekend was another chance to be 
fed by the grill master, Fran, and served by many who helped in the kitchen.  All reports of these two activities were positive as always.  
Labor Day was hosted by Cindy and Dean who organized another memorable pot luck dinner with the added fun of “kiddie games” for 
everyone’s enjoyment and laughter.  

September 20th was possibly our last grill day for awhile.  No telling when we will put Fran back to work.  September 27th the Saturday 
morning social hour resumed after taking a break over the summer.   

Moving forward here are dates for events in October that you won’t want to miss:

October 12th – Columbus Day Italian Dinner – hosted by Karin Stern.

October 28th – Edgar and Emily – a performance by the Parrish Playworks – 6:30 refreshments and curtain opens at 7 PM.  Check out the 
fliers in this newsletter for further details.  

October 31st – Halloween Party with entertainment by Cruise Control.

Again, “Thank You” to all of our hosts and volunteers.  Without you we wouldn’t enjoy life so much here in Veranda Springs!

Check out the fliers in this newsletter for further details.  Tickets for each of these events will be available at Thursday morning coffee or 
call the host of the event.

Future Events – be sure to mark your calendars for the following:

Nov. 8th Saturday Morning Social   (change from the normal last Sat. of the month)

Nov. 11th is our Annual Veterans Day Event	

Nov. 22 Thanksgiving Dinner

December – We need hosts for Christmas celebrations – dates are up to hosts.

	 Ideas for events: Caroling, Ugly Sweater Contest Party, Christmas Breakfast,

	 Cookie Exchange, or Christmas Dinner, or any other ideas you might have.

For those asking about New Year’s Eve, nothing is planned for that evening in the clubhouse due to the poor attendance in the past.  

Ginny Storey, Social Committee Chairwoman

Please note: my phone number is 610-506-4428

AMERICAN FLAG
	 There is a proper procedure for retiring 
an American flag.  If you’re ready to retire 
your American flag, please take it to Larry 
Werth, 9904 Hatteras Lane.  He will take 
the flags to the VFW or American Legion 
where your flag will be retired with proper 
ceremony.

	 As is customary, we are 
proud to stand tall during 
the singing/playing of our 
National Anthems, and like-
wise we respectfully stand 
during the singing of the 
Canadian Anthem. 
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HMO?HMO?

Schedule Your Appointment with Greg!
ASKAEGIS.NET • 941-212-4114941-212-4114

There is Still Time for a Personal Consultation...

We do not offer every Medicare plan available in your area. Currently we represent multiple insurance carrier organizations which offer 50 + plans/products 
in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. Please contact Medicare.gov, 1-800-Medicare or your local State 
Health Insurance Program (SHIP)to get information on all of your options. WE ARE NOT AFFILIATED WITH MEDICARE, MEDICAID OR ANY GOVT ENTITY

Are you in the Best Medicare Plan?

At Your 
Parrish CVS 

Almost  
Everyday

(Times Vary)

You Know a Local Independent Broker

Greg 
Lives in 
the Cove

PPO?PPO?
Don’t Go It 

Alone!

SCAN HERE NOW
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Sub Floor Repair
New Flooring Installation

(941) 243-7561 or (800) 377-7885(941) 243-7561 or (800) 377-7885

Soft Floors?
• Sub-Floor Repair/Replace
• New Laminate Flooring Install

Are Your
Floors
Unsafe?

Are Your
Floors
Unsafe?

ESTIMATES &
SMILES ALWAYS FREE

INSURED &
FAMILY

OPERATED

2nd

Generation
2nd

Generation
Specialist

Mobile Home

10 Yrs Exp.

FL State Licensed Mobile Home 
Installer # IH-1110636

FL State General Contractor
License #1531303
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October
Anniversaries

October
Birthdays

  1 - Oct.	 Colleen Procopio
  1 - Oct.	 DeAnne Tucker
  2 - Oct.	 Daniel Ferraro	
  3 - Oct.	 Michael Boyle
  3 - Oct.	 Susan Reed
  8 - Oct.	 Ritchie Gabriel
  9 - Oct.	 Kurt Schendel
10 - Oct.	 Beverly Lawson
10 - Oct.	 Kathleen Tranby
11 - Oct.	 Rick Legge
12 - Oct.	 Mark Higgins
13 - Oct.	 Darla Chandler
13 - Oct.	 Sharon McCollister
13 - Oct.	 Robert Schendel
14 - Oct.	 Mark DeLathower
14 - Oct.	 Bruce Eisnor
15 - Oct.	 Michael Kobelski
15 - Oct.	 Deborah Steinhaus
16 - Oct.	 Leslie Kennedy
16 - Oct.	 Sharon Miller
17 - Oct.	 Nancy Phillips

  2 - Oct.	 Fran & Vicki Mulhern	
  3 - Oct.	 Barry & Joann Gascon
  4 - Oct.	 Darwin & Annette Miller
  4 - Oct.	 Mark & Lori Vance
  5 - Oct.	 Anthony & Pat Wallace	                 
  6 - Oct.	 Ed & Marilyn Kvandal
10 - Oct.	 Duane & Jackie Corstange
12 - Oct.	 David & Marjorie Dangerfield                            
13 - Oct.	 Dave & Suzanne Freeman
13 - Oct.	 Steve & Nancy Hamilton
13 - Oct	 Robert & Sandra Schendel
15 - Oct.	 Darnell & Barbara Radtke
17 - Oct.	 Jan & Nancy Fetterly
23 - Oct.	 Steve & Alicia Matincheck

18 - Oct.	 Chuck Stellabotte
19 - Oct.	 Lorraine Bailey
19 - Oct.	 John Geary
19 - Oct.	 Dan Pritchard
20 - Oct.	 Margo Popa
20 - Oct.	 Liz Quigley
20 - Oct.	 Cindy Walsh
23 - Oct.	 Linda McCarthy
23 - Oct.	 Ilona Ross
24 - Oct.	 Steve Hamilton
24 - Oct.	 Segundo Ordonez
24 - Oct. 	 Ken Williams
25 - Oct.	 Nancy Dugas
25 - Oct.	 Rita Dyer
25 - Oct.	 Paul Erlink
25 - Oct.	 Andrea Giguere
25 - Oct.	 Annie Wine
28 - Oct.	 Michele Sandy
29 - Oct.	 Karen Mowry
31 - Oct.	 Pat Wallace
31 - Oct.	 Megan Bode	

ANNUAL A/CANNUAL A/C
MAINTENENCEMAINTENENCE
ANNUAL A/C

MAINTENENCE

$64.95$64.95$64.95
NEW CUSTOMERNEW CUSTOMERNEW CUSTOMER

FREE
SERVICE CALL

$109.00$109.00$109.00
VALUE W/ PAID REPAIRVALUE W/ PAID REPAIRVALUE W/ PAID REPAIR

2.5 TON      $5,995

3 TON         $6,095

3.5 TON       $6,395

5 TON          $7,095

4 TON          $6,595

2 TON         $5,795

Hot SavingsHot SavingsHot Savings
HVAC COMPLETE INSTALLATIONS

941-750-6313941-750-6313

TAX INCLUDED

www.airandheatinc.net 941-750-6313

vETERAN OWNED

LICENSED AND INSURED #CAC056961
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941-929-3541
www.BobsAir.comwww.BobsAir.com

Senior & Military DiscountsSenior & Military Discounts

If  your ducts are leaking,
blocked, or pinched you’re l ikely
paying more than you should for
energy bil ls.  Let our pros take a

look—at NO CHARGE!

We Do Ductwork!We Do Ductwork!

Mobile Home ACMobile Home AC Specialists Specialists

Licensed, Bonded, Insured -Licensed, Bonded, Insured -    Lic # CMC1251566Lic # CMC1251566

 Call for a FREE duct inspection!

 ✅ Lower bills

 ✅ Better airflow

 ✅ Peace of mind

Mention this ad to

take advantage of our

FREE DUCT special!

October 13th
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HOA (Homeowner’s Association) Membership
Welcome back to our returning snowbirds!  It’s October, and our social calendars are getting full of activities to enjoy in our Veranda 
Springs community.  I want to thank all the Veranda Springs homeowners who became dues paying members this year.  The HOA is very 
much a part of this community.  Many amenities are available to our residents throughout the community because of the involvement 
of the HOA.  Dues are $25.00 per calendar year (cash or check made out to Veranda Springs HOA or VSHOA).  Dues can also be paid at 
coffee hour on Thursday’s at the clubhouse or you can call/text me, and I will arrange to get your membership card to you.

										          Cheryl Longwell

	 `									         423-223-4585
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Crafts – Baked Goods – Crafts – Baked Goods – Grill Open for Lunch – Crafts – Baked Goods – Crafts – Baked Goods

Veranda Springs Craft Fair
And Baked Goods Sale

Save the Date!!

 Sat., November 15, 2025

9 AM to 2 PM

9815 U.S. Highway 301 North, Parrish, FL

*Vendors Still Needed*

If you would also like a table and have your own handcrafted

 items to sell please contact me for details:  Ginny Storey - 610-506-4428

Crafts – Baked Goods – Crafts – Baked Goods – Grill Open for Lunch – Crafts – Baked Goods – Crafts – Baked Goods

Crafts – Baked Goods– Grill Open for Lunch 
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Military
& SENIOR
DISCOUNTS

Insulation Under Your
Home Falling Down?

Photographs
Taken of

Damaged Areas

Insulation and
Vapor Barrier Repairs

Only with this COUPON

FREE
UNDER HOME
INSPECTION

ESTIMATES
FREE
ESTIMATES
FREE

EXPERIENCE

30
YRS

EXPERIENCE

30
YRS

941.448.3577 | 800.681.3772 A+ Rated

SUB-FLOOR & FLOORING EXPERTS!SUB-FLOOR & FLOORING EXPERTS!

Family Owned
& Operated

-Lifetime Vapor Barrier-
 - Guaranteed for Life - 
- Prevent Soft Floors -

- Lower Your Electric Bills - 

Help Keep Mold, Mildew, Rats,
Snakes, Spiders, Ants,
Roaches and Moisture

OUT of Your House!

STATE CERTIFIED GENERAL CONTRACTOR CGC# 004138 - STATE LICENSED MOBILE HOME INSTALLER IH# 1025429

LICENSED
INSURED
BONDED

LICENSED
INSURED
BONDED

Flood Damage??? We can HELP!!!
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Our friend and neighbor Jill Henderson set up a 
beautiful Autumn arrangement at our front gate…

Front Gate Beauty

Men’s Day Out
	 The Men go to lunch every sec-

ond Wednesday of the month. 
Sign-up sheet on the back table 
in the Hall. Why not plan on at-
tending with us for a good time 
with your friends and neighbors.
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Integrity-fl.comRedDoor-fl.com

(941) 345-5583(941) 345-5583 Integrity Voted #1
Mobile Home

Sales Company
by the community
7 years in a row!!Why Choose Us?

Online advertising presence is second to none!
Licensed to do both land leased and land owned*
Fastest sale of your home for the most amount of
money with the least amount of problems!

*Red Door and Integrity are affiliated companies with common ownership

SCAN
HERE to
read our

FREE
book: 

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month
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Ladies 
Luncheon

The ladies go to lunch every third Wednesday of the month. Sign-up sheet 
on the back table in the Hall.  Hope you can make the next luncheon.
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DENTISTDENTIST

www.floridasmiledesign.com

Dr. Richard Schnur provides 
Esthetic, Sedation, and General Dentistry for Adults.

Practice is located in the Eye Center Plaza 
near Old Tampa/Erie Rds. 

8312 US Hwy 301 N, Suite 101, Parrish, Fl 34219.  

941-776-0885www.floridasmiledesign.comwww.floridasmiledesign.comwww.floridasmiledesign.com

Personalized Dental Excellence in Parrish since 2001

Columbus…Discoverer or Connector?

The story of Christopher Columbus “discovering” America in 
1492 has long been taught in classrooms, but the truth is more 
complex. While Columbus’s voyages were historically significant, 
he was not the first person to set foot on the American continents, 
nor did he actually land in what we now call the United States.

Columbus, an Italian sailor sponsored by Spain, set out to find a 
westward route to Asia. Instead, in October 1492, he arrived in 
the Bahamas, later visiting parts of the Caribbean and Central 
and South America. He believed he had reached islands near 
Asia, never realizing he had encountered continents previously 
unknown to Europeans. His expeditions opened the door for 
greater European exploration and colonization, but they did not 
mark the first human presence in the Americas.

For thousands of years before Columbus, Indigenous peoples 
thrived across North and South America. From the Iroquois in the 
northeast to the Maya, Aztec, and Inca civilizations further south, 
these societies had rich cultures, political systems, agriculture, and 
trade. Columbus did not “discover” empty land; he encountered 
civilizations that had existed for millennia.

Even in terms of European exploration, Columbus was not the first. 
Nearly 500 years earlier, Norse explorer Leif Erikson had landed 
in Newfoundland, Canada, around the year 1000, establishing 

a settlement called Vinland. Archaeological evidence supports 
Viking presence in North America long before Columbus’s journey.

Still, Columbus’s voyages were undeniably transformative. They 
marked the beginning of sustained contact between Europe and 
the Americas, which had lasting consequences for the world. This 
“Columbian Exchange” brought crops, animals, technologies, 
and ideas across continents, but it also introduced diseases that 
devastated Indigenous populations and began centuries of 
colonization and displacement.

The narrative of Columbus as the heroic “discoverer” of America 
has been increasingly challenged, especially as awareness grows 
of the suffering Indigenous peoples endured following European 
arrival. Today, many recognize that while Columbus played a role 
in connecting Europe and the Americas, he cannot be credited 
with the true “discovery” of a land that had been inhabited and 
cultivated for thousands of years.

In reality, Columbus’s legacy is complicated. He was a skilled 
navigator whose voyages altered history, yet his arrival also 
marked the beginning of conquest, enslavement, and profound 
cultural disruption. The truth is that Columbus did not discover 
America—he opened it to Europe, forever changing the course of 
both continents.



The Wizard of Oz
December 5 - 15, 2024

A Calyp-Soul Christmas
Dec 18, 2024 - 7 PM

Matt Stone as Elvis
Dec 10, 2024 - 2 & 7 PM

MISERY
Oct 16th – Nov 2nd

The Aquaholics Band  
a Tribute to Jimmy Buffet

Oct 28th - 2 & 7 pm

Hello, Dolly!
Oct 23rd – Nov 2nd

We enjoyed a great meal and fun times 
on Labor Day!

Labor Day Potluck Dinner


